282	Can This Marriage Be
Needless to say, the situation doesn't delight me. IVe never been
unfaithful to my wife although several times I've been tempted.
Kate doesn't know that. When I'm tempted, I go and work off
steam on the basketball court or a baseball diamond. I doubt
Kate can enjoy sex or become pregnant until she gets control of
her nervous system. I've told her so. The doctors have told her the
same, but nobody has told her how to stop being the way she is. I
keep hoping she will change when she gets a little older.
Since I'm willing to accept Kate's faults, it seems to me she
should accept mine. However, if it will help her, I'm willing to
string along, listen to suggestions and advice and change my own
personality. I will try to be less of a Joe-Blow and if Kate will go to
games with me again, I will prove I can keep out of fist fights. I
can do anything I want to do. What I wish, of course, is that some-
body could teach Kate how to stop being tense and nervous and
how to relax. Then she could be happy, and that would make me
happy.
Kate and Joe Mason were so-called Hollywood brats, products
of an excitable town where sports, television, and the movies mix.
They were an engaging pair who loved each other and were need-
lessly drifting apart. Kate's love for Joe was pretty clearly shown
by her determination to make him comfortable in his home, by her
desire to bear him a child, and, of course, by her anxious identifica-
tion with his public behavior.
Kate's and Joe's upbringing was not nearly so similar as they
fancied. With his family and in most of his boyhood ventures, Joe
had placed first. She grew up overshadowed by her older brother,
with her mother, so she believed, as her sole ally. Her mother was
an Eastern-bred woman, who had vigorously disliked the easygoing
manners of the West and was less than enthusiastic about the
ways of her Western husband. In Kate's girlhood home, the sports-
minded father and son went to the football or baseball game while
tibte mother and daughter went to dancing school or to a concert or

